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Introduction : Chinese infrastructure projects in 

Central African Countries

Source:  Financial Times and Jeune Afrique 2017



Context and theoretical Framework

China and Central African Countries : 
Cameroon, DRC, Chad,  Congo, Gabon

China in Africa ,  China as donor actor. Win win
policy

Central African countries ( infrastructure needs)

 Infrastructure deficit in SSA ( 2012 : Cost 75 
billion USD/year , ( WorldBank, 2011. Cristina 
Alves 2013))

Chinese FDI and win win strategy in Africa



Incentives

Chinese FDI motivations

Economic diplomacy

Strategic reasons 

Recipient countries requests  and needs ( 
infrastructure).

 African Development Bank annual infrastructure 
requirements to be $ 130 to $170 billion in Africa in 
2018 ( Brautigam 2019). 

Diversification of Development et economic partners



Local implications and significations 

 Type of infrastructure : Official Building, roads, 
dams, electrification

Urban vs rural areas

Elite capture ,  debt trap, natural resources 
predation

Chinese vs local labor

Modernization theory vs old donors' competition.

Symbols of power  vs local development 
perspective ( hospitals, schools, rural roads, 
electricity ) 



Perceptions et discourses 

Mitigated perceptions ( state vs local 
community)

Elites vs local community

Chinese labour vs local benefits

 Infrastructure quality

Exploiter , development partner ?



Conclusion

Huge Chinese FDI infrastructure development

 In the framework of modernization and win win
policy

Mitigated perceptions.

Chinese ethical business principles

Chinese Belt and Road Initiative



Infrastructure pictures in 

Central African Countries



Yaoundé Conference Center in Cameroon 

Source: 

https://www.google.com/search?q=palais+des+congr%C3%A9s,+chine,+cameroun&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=W3mWq35GBY

63GM%253A%252CKxpHRPE3MOisgM%252C_&vet=1&usg=AI4_-

kS9SWDOC5XhSCPI355eXwUYq3CYFg&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjj77Oc5urhAhVDEVAKHaLJB74Q9QEwBHoECAkQDA#imgrc=5ef

2c7z1QdjvuM:&vet=1&spf=1556180004899. 



Maquette for Congo parliament building

Source: 
https://www.google.com/search?tbm=isch&sa=1&ei=JGzBXLDFNZDWwQLgn6_ADw&q=maquette+parlement+congo
%2C+chine&oq=maquette+parlement+congo%2C+chine&gs_l=img.3...380734.396785..398175...0.0..0.180.1719.30j1
......0....1..gws-wiz-img.......0i67j0.qGNQ50wQbJ8#imgrc=sgk7YaXNkEO95M:&spf=1556180403884.



Chadian houses of parliament

Source: 
https://www.google.com/search?biw=1920&bih=985&tbm=isch&sa=1&ei=CnDBXPOxDdHHwAKNqprABw&q=palais+des+deput%C
3%A9s%2C+Tchad&oq=palais+des+deput%C3%A9s%2C+Tchad&gs_l=img.3...3947.19773..21389...0.0..0.74.2305.43......0....1..gw
s-wiz-img.....0..0i67j0j0i24j0i8i30.f54QeFndOSU#imgrc=Fr-oeX1v8AMyqM:&spf=1556181024403. 



Road infrastructure in DRC

Source: 

Source: 
https://www.google.com/search?biw=1920&bih=985&tbm=isch&sa=1&ei=JHTBXMzaFZLUwAKTy7PYCg&q=infrastructure+rdc%2C
+la+chine+relance+le+projet&oq=infrastructure+rdc%2C+la+chine+relance+le+projet&gs_l=img.3...173968.194056..196360...0.0..0.
63.2442.46......0....1..gws-wiz-img.......0i67j0j0i10j0i30j0i8i30j0i24.zbRTz853up8#imgrc=iis2sZz5XgZ_ZM:&spf=1556182249620 .



Stadium in Gabon

Source: https://www.google.com/search?biw=1920&bih=985&tbm=isch&sa=1&ei=-
nXBXPurMJDLwAK2kKmQDw&q=infrastructure%2C+chine%2C+gabon%2C+stade&oq=infrastructure%2C+chine%2C+gabon%2C+stade&gs_l=img.3...3675.5920.
.6310...1.0..0.58.262.5......0....1..gws-wiz-img.bQ20dL38-MM#imgrc=dIgHp_ZS3gVaeM:&spf=1556182530230 

https://www.google.fr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiIocH0p-nhAhUBDuwKHX3tBOIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.scoopnest.com/user/XHNews/720603010108375040-china-assisted-infrastructure-projects-become-iconic-landmarks-in-gabon-capital-promoting-friendship&psig=AOvVaw2aqfQ5hc52kufZHrOUbcXU&ust=1556215284411560


Flood barrier in Gabon

Source : 
https://www.google.com/search?biw=1920&bih=985&tbm=isch&sa=1&ei=6HjBXL2VGs6ZkwWuwpb4CQ&q=+barrage%2C+gabon%2C+chine&oq
=+barrage%2C+gabon%2C+chine&gs_l=img.3...34997.39750..42400...0.0..0.83.978.15......0....1..gws-wiz-
img.GSzn4nHw1yg#imgrc=O9G4B1waACfe6M:&spf=1556183315563.

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjijKyK8-rhAhWPzKQKHYC8BkAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.gabonactu.com/cooperation-chine-gabon-chine-promet-118-milliards-fcfa-poursuite-travaux-de-centrale-hydroelectrique-de-mitzic/&psig=AOvVaw0IaRiGBZrmbK3uBI3rpXqy&ust=1556269715841735


Thank you
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